GEORGE PLATER; Efquire, Governor. 1791,

. C H A P. LXXV. L :
“An ACT corcerning petitions for freedom. Paffcd De-

cember 3o0.

& it enaiken, 4y the General Affemély of Marvland, That in all cafes of Procecdings
petitions for freedom now depending “in any court of law in this ftate, on s"’g“f‘f:d

~except on appeal, where a fimilar petition or petitions, at the fuit of the ;ng, neortan

fame party or parties, has or have been before filed and difmifled, the court be- caics t- be

fore whom fuch petition or petitions are depending (hall order a ftay of all pro- <

ceedings until the cofts of the former petition or petitions, and all reafonable

demands and expences fuftained or incurred by the defendant or defendants

therein, to be afcertained by the court, fhall have been paid, or fecured to be

paid, provided it fhall appear to the fut:+f¢ion of fuch court that fuch petitioner

has been or is {upported in his claim to ircedom by any other free perfon befides

the council appearing in his behalf.

Ii. gnd be it enaited, - That in cafe the faid cofts, damages and expences, If cofts are not
fhall not be paid within fix months after the court fhall have ordered a ftay of P S5
proceedings, and afcertained the faid damages and expences as aforefaid, the de- charged, &c.
fendant or defendants in fuch petition or petitions {o as atorefaid depending, and
his, her, or their fecurities, fhall be difcharged from any recognizance by him,

her or them, entered into, in confequence of fuch petition or petitions being

filed.

III. Anp be it enafted,. That if any petition for freedom fhail hereafter be O @ fecond
filed in any court of law in this ftate and difiniffed, and a fecond petition filed at S,,e”,,gq nr:y
the fuit of the fame party, the court, in which fuch fecond petition may be iiled, be ftayed, &«.
thall order a ftay of all proceedings until the cofts of the former petition, and
2ll reafonable damages and expences f{uftained or incurred bv the defendant or de-
fendants therein, to be afcertained by the court, fhall have been paid, or fecared
to be paid?!

IV. 9no be it enafted, That in all cafes where any petition: for freedom has Petitions, in
already been filed in any county court againft any citizen of this ftate, and the o °\" %
defendant has not been {erved with procefs to appear, and in all cafes where any mifled, &c.
petition for freedom fhall hereafter be filed in any county court againft any citi-
zen of this ftate, the court, before any imparlance, fhall inquire, at the inftance
of the defendant in fuch petition, whether fuch defendant is refident of the
county, and if, on fuch inquiry, it thall appear that the {aid defendant is not a
refident of the county, the court fhall immediately order the petition to be dif-
mified.

C H A P.  LXXVL :
An additional {fupplementary a& to the a&, entitled, An a& to Paffed D:-
. . - - . cemper 20.
eftablith orphans courts in the feveral counties of this ftate. - .

& it enafter, by tbe General Affemily of Maryland, That {fo much of the Pé’:‘tf‘ of o
act of aflembly, entitled, An a& to eftablith orphans courts in the feveral acts repeated.
counties of this ftate, and of the fupplementary aét thereto, as require

feven juftices of the peace in fome of the counties of this ftate, and five juftices
of the peace in the remaining counties, to be fpecially named and commiioned
by the governor, with the advice and confent of the council, as and for the
feveral juttices of the feveral orphans courts in this ftate, and as require and em-
power three or more of the faid juftices to hold fuch refpetive courts, and to
hear and determine the feveral matters and caules committed to their jurifdi¢tion,
be and the fame is hereby repealed, any thing in the faid recited adts to the con-
trary thereof notwithftanding. -

- II. and be it enalded, That after the paffage of this a& it fhall be lawful for Governor to
the governor, for the time being, with the advice and confent of the council, PO 2:“
and they are hereby required, to appoint and commiffion three difcreet and judi- o
cious perfons, of wifdom and experience, in each refpeive county, as and for
the juflices of the orphans courts in the feveral counties of this ftate, any two or

fa all



